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Role of oncologists in management of
thyroid malignancies

Thyroid cancer is managed by various specialists, especially surgeons, oncologists,
nuclear medicine specialists, endocrinologists in different parts of the world. The
primary treatment is usually by surgery, which is curative and also gives information on
the histology, pathological details such as margins, lymph node metastases,
extrathyroidal extensions, multi-focal disease. These all help to guide subsequent
treatments.

An oncologist is a specialist working on cancers. Oncologists in Hong Kong are trained
to treat all solid cancers. They are knowledgeable on cancer etiology, prognosis,
treatment modalities and even palliative care.

Thyroid cancer is a rare endocrine cancer. The prognosis is excellent. But poor
management can lead to disastrous outcome, even in early staged cancer. An
oncologist should be equipped with full scale knowledge on different stages of disease.
As there is very great advances on molecular medicine and targeted treatment,
patients with advanced thyroid cancer can have very good outcome and palliation.
Oncologists give sensible advice in a specialists’ team. As an oncologist working on this
specialty for over 35 years, | will talk on how oncologist can contribute to the best
outcome on these patients.
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