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Designing Endoscopic Surgical Approaches for
Skull Base Tumours

Skull base tumors for which surgery is indicated invariably pose a
challenge, owing to their position and relationship with critical structures.
Designing of the surgical approach mandates accurate balance between
adequate exposure and morbidity of surgery. Frequently, synchronous or
staged combination of multiple anatomical routes might result
advantageous, as it provides wide exposure of the lesion boundaries while
avoiding excessive manipulation of craniofacial tissues. Transnasal,
transoral, transantral and transpetrosal corridors are just some examples
of the wide spectrum of anatomical pathways that can be exploited to
access areas of the cranial base. Other factors to be considered when
designing a surgical approach includes the type of ablation one wants to
achieve, planned reconstruction, and intent of surgery. The presentation
will go through the contemporary criteria to design a skull base approach
by means of clinical cases and relevant literature.
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