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Scleroma in the Head and Neck

Head and neck scleroma is a rare chronic progressive infectious granulomatous
inflammation which can affect the nose, pharynx, larynx, palate, sinuses, and
trachea, etc., while the nose is the most vulnerable part. The incidence of
scleroma has certain regional characteristics, with Africa, Central and South
America, southern Central and Eastern Europe, the Middle East and other places
are relatively common. Cases have also been reported in East Asia. In China,
scleroma relatively endemic in Shandong, Shanxi, Hubei, Hubei and Inner
Mongolia etc. and the gram negative, encapsulated Klebsiella rhinosclerosus is
the prominent pathogen of scleroderma. The histopathologic change of sclerosis
is chronic inflammation, which is characterized by Mikulicz cells, Russel bodies
and Klebsiella rhinoscleromatis. The pathological changes of scleroderma can be
defined as three stages: catarrhal atrophy, granuloma, and sclerosis. There have
been reports on the clinical manifestations and treatment results of head and
neck scleroma pathology in the nasal cavity, sinuses, pharynx, larynx, trachea,
and cervical lymph nodes. Head and neck scleroma is mainly treated with long -
term antibiotics, supplemented by surgery.
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